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EDUCATION & RESOURCES… 
THIS SECTION OF OUR WEBSITE IS 
CHOCK FULL OF INFO 

 
  
  
  
  
Just for you, our partners, we have a 
special section on our website, right there 
on the Home Page. Look for the button 
labeled Education & Resources and you’ll 
be surprised at what content is available. 
  
We have info about the upcoming Festival 
& Special Event Workshop, Luck of the 
Irish, set for March 17th in Rockford, the 
Tri-State Tourism Conference, and of 
course the fast-approaching 2010 Illinois 
Governor’s Conference on Tourism with 
details on registration, schedule, and the 
Silent Auction. We’ve posted the materials 
from our Social Media workshops held last 
fall with great resources for starting your 
Social Media efforts on Facebook, Twitter 
and learning about the applications 
available for you. We have the hand-outs 
for ALL (or at least most) of the sessions 
at the ISEN State Convention held last 
November in Tinley Park. So whether 
you’re planning a gala, street festival, 
working with volunteers, or any other 
aspect, the PowerPoint presentations 
and/or hand-outs can be viewed and 
downloaded.  For those who were unable 
to attend, click on the website and review 
the materials. This may not be as helpful 
as being there, but certainly worth the 
chance to learn something new.  
  
Also included are the Economic Impact 
Stats by County for 2008. Look at your 
county or a neighboring county.  And if you 
are one of our legislative partners, you can 
pull the specific counties in your district.  

 
 
 
 
 

  
LAST CHANCE…..Are you ready for The New 
Reality …  
The tourism industry is a thriving source of 
Illinois’ economy, and annually professionals in 
this industry come together to learn from tourism 
experts and take advantage of the latest information, products and 
services which enhance travel in Illinois.  With that said, join us for the 
2010 Illinois Governor’s Conference on Tourism on February 17-19 at 
The Fairmont Chicago. 
   
In this New Reality we need to embrace word-of-mouth recommendations 
which are influential to travelers and gain the trust of those who are 
leading the conversations, both on and off line. To guide this thinking, this 
year’s Illinois Governor’s Conference on Tourism will provide an 
understanding of where we stand as an industry and how we can 
successfully move ahead so that Illinois continues to be a leading travel 
destination.  Industry experts will share their knowledge of evolving travel 
trends and enjoyable social events will make for great networking 
opportunities.  Join the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, Bureau of Tourism and the Illinois Council of Convention and 
Visitors Bureaus to learn how to effectively engage consumers and keep 
them traveling throughout Illinois.  The conference begins Wednesday, 
February 17 with a series of presentations and the annual Ice Breaker 
reception.  We continue with the annual State of the State of Tourism 
Address, many valuable sessions and an outstanding lineup of keynote 
speakers including Roger Dow, President & CEO, U.S. Travel Association, 
Futurist Jim Carroll, and Motivational Speaker Mike Rayburn.  The 
conference will conclude with the Illinois Excellence in Tourism awards 
luncheon Friday, February 19.   
  
It’s getting late, but you can still attend…to register complete the 
registration form found online at www.ilgovconference.com, or you can 
mail or fax your registration, using the PDF Registration Forms which then 
can be faxed to (217) 442-2137 or mailed to: Illinois Council of Convention 
& Visitors Bureau, 100 W. Main Street, Suite 146, Danville, IL  61832.  
  
For Governor's Conference attendees rooms are available at a rate of 
$139 (per single room, per night, plus tax).  Hotel reservations can be 
made online at www.ilgovconference.com.  For phone reservations, please 
call (312) 565-8000 or (800) 526-2008 and tell the operator that the event 
is the 2010 Illinois Governor’s Conference; code to receive special rate is 
ILGC. 
  
  
GET SMART AT TRI-STATE TOURISM, MARCH 11TH  
The Tri-State Tourism Council 4th Annual Spring Conference will be held 
March 11th at Chestnut Mountain Lodge in rural Galena.  This year’s 
theme is “Get S.M.A.R.T. with Tri-State Tourism” with SMART standing 
for Successful Marketing Achieves Results for Tourism.  The conference 
will feature a great lineup of speakers and the workshop sessions will 
highlight topics such as effective use of digital social media, using Google 
Adwords, customer service, taking a new look at your old business and 
other subjects pertinent to tourism related businesses.  
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As been our practice, we continually 
research new websites that may be of 
interest to our regional partners.  Here are 
some sites for websites for you to check 
out:  
Illinois Tourism:  
     www.enjoyillinois.com 
Northern Illinois Tourism:  
     www.visitnorthernillinois.com  
Chicago Tourism:  
     www.explorechicago.org 
Lincoln Bicentennial: 
     www.lincoln200.net 
Travel Industry of America:     
     www.tia.org 
Illinois Council of Convention & 
Visitors Bureaus:  
     www.iccvb.org 
Illinois Wine Industry:     
     www.illinoiswine.com 
Northern Illinois Wine Trail:     
    www.northernillinoiswinetrail.com 
National Scenic Byways:   
     www.byways.org 
Illinois Byways:                 
     www.illinoisbyways.org 
Illinois Agri-Tourism (ATPI): 
     www.agfun.com 
Traveling Green: 
   www.travelgreen.org  
Illinois Film Locations:  
     www.onscreenillinois.com 
Lincoln Bicentennial Commission: 
   www.alplm.org 
US Travel Association: 
   www.ustravel.org 
Power of Travel – info & stats: 
   www.poweroftravel.org 
Discover America: 
   www.discoveramerica.com  
Tour Illinois: 
   www.tourismillinois.org 
Meet In Illinois: 
   www.meetinillinois.com 
Sports Illinois: 
   www.sportsillinois.com 
Illinois African-American Travel: 
  www.soulfulillinois.com 
Illinois Hispanic Travel: 
   www.disfrutaillinois.com 
University of Illinois Extension 
Agritourism:   
web.extension.uiuc.edu/agritourism/ 
Small Farms Conference   
conferences.uiuc.edu/smallfarms 
Illinois Association of Museums 
Conference   

ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net/IAM  
 

 

New this year will be a pre-conference networking opportunity the night 
before that will include dinner and a wine tasting featuring Jo-Daviess 
County wineries.  Special room rates at Chestnut Mountain Lodge that 
night are $74.00/single & $79.00/double.  This one day conference also 
includes vendor displays, a silent auction and an after-hours networking 
social.  Tri-State Tourism members may register for $75.00 and the non-
member fee is $85.00.  This fee includes breakfast, lunch, snacks and all 
workshop materials.  To register go to www.tristatetourism.com. 
  
  
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY: FESTIVAL & SPECIAL EVENT 
WORKSHOP RETURNS TO NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

It’s going to take more than the Luck of the Irish to 
grow your Festival or Event in 2010…So, why not 
have some FUN in the process?  2010 is a whole new 
world in planning your Festival or Special Event. 
Whether you are celebrating a milestone anniversary at 

your festival or launching a brand new event, 2010 will have challenges & 
obstacles never before faced.  In times like these festival and event 
planners need to do it better, smarter, and more efficient.  
  

This workshop will provide you ideas and insights as you tackle your 2010 
events.  Our keynote tackles the #1 issue of Change at Your Event. 
Breakout sessions will offer topics such as: Festivals 2010 with an 
IFEA/Worldwide Perspective; Today’s Marketing It’s All About Being 
Social; Value Added Elements to Your Festival; and more.  And the day 
concludes with an energizing luncheon keynote. We have included time for 
discussion over a Deluxe Continental  
Breakfast & Buffet Lunch.   
  

Join us for this workshop presented by Northern Illinois 
Tourism Development Office (NITDO) and Illinois Special 
Events Network (ISEN), and is the long-awaited and much 
requested return of the Northern Illinois Festival & Event 
Workshop.  Workshop details are as follows: 

Wednesday, March 17th (Happy St. Patrick’s Day) 
Clock Tower Resort & Conference Center 

7801 East State Street (I-90 & Business 20), Rockford, Illinois 
Registration Begins: 8:00 a.m.     Sessions:  8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Cost:  $50.00 per person (payable to ISEN) 
  

Cost for the workshop is $50 which includes the Workshop, Session 
Materials, Vendor Info Gift Bag, and Meals.  For more information call or 
email NITDO staff at 815-547-3740 or you can email directly to Bonnie 
Heimbach.  For convenience you can fax us at 815-547-3749. Don’t forget 
to register early! 
  
  

THEY’RE HERE…2010 Illinois Travel Guide, the 2010 Northern Illinois 
Visitor Guide and the 2010 Illinois Lincoln Highway Visitor 
Guide…the dock is full~ 
Yes, we’re pleased to announce that the new 
publications are in house and our small loading dock is 
over-flowing.  
  

First, we have received a quantity of the 2010 Illinois 
Travel Guide, designed in a new format with new page 
formats.  This will be a valuable tool for potential 
visitors, and over 375,000 copies were produced.  
And, the entire guide is available for downloading, they 
are anticipating over 500,000 downloads in the 
upcoming months.  If you haven’t seen it, check out 
the website, www.enjoyillinois.com to download or 
request your copy. We think it’s great! 
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 IGGVA ANNUAL CONFERENCE, THE 

PERFECT BLEND OF WINE LOVERS, 
GROWERS, VINTNERS & EXPERTS 

You’re invited to an 
exquisite pairing of 
enology authorities 
and wine-centric 
events, IGGVA’s 

Annual Conference held at the Crowne 
Plaza in Springfield. It all begins Thursday, 
February 25, 2010, with a pre-conference 
enology workshop featuring wine experts 
Ellie Butz and Michael Jones presenting 
information on the art of fining and the use 
of additives in wine-making. Following that 
will be various lectures and presentations, 
tastings, a tradeshow, auction and much 
more! It all caps off with the IGGVA Annual 
Banquet and Auction which will feature 
four courses of culinary delights, each 
paired with award-winning Illinois wines. 
Come raise a glass with us by registering 
now! Deadlines for registration are as fast 
approaching…check our the website, 
www.illinoiswine.com for more 
information.  You don’t want to miss this 
fabulous event! 

 
SIGN UP FOR CO-OP 
MAILINGS 
Remember to contact Sue at 
Illinois Lincoln Highway,  
815-547-3854, to participate 
in the Co-Op Mailing 

Program. Leads will be coming in from the 
Fall-Winter Insert. In the mailings, we 
showcase several communities, the ILHC  
2010 Visitor Guide, Illinois Scenic Byways  
rack cards, Northern Illinois Wine Trail rack 
card, and the Northern Illinois Visitor Guide. 
If your community would like to take part in 
these co-op mailings, please send  3,000 of 
your brochures or rack cards along with a 
check made payable to ILHC in the amount  
of $475 to cover the cost of bulk mailing.  
Great deal at less than $.16 each! 

And, of course we think our regional guide is 
exceptional too as another great piece for visitors to 
utilize when planning their trip to our region. Yes, 
50,000 copies were delivered and are already in the 
hands of our regional partners.  And, we can either 
ship a case to you, or deliver in person if we’re 
heading in your direction.  Contact Mary at the office 
or email her if you need some.  Have you seen it? You 
can download our guide directly too.  AND, we’d be 
remiss if we didn’t tell you that the new 2010 Illinois 

Lincoln Highway Guide is available too with lots of fun things to see  
and do along this historic highway.  Have you seen the Interpretive 
Gazebos?  There’s info on where to find them.  And the Interpretive 
Murals…again info is here.   You can get copies of this publication by 
calling their office at 815-547-3854 or emailing Sue to request a quantity. 
  
  
FACEBOOK AND TWITTER…ALL THE RAGE 

NITDO has been actively working with Facebook 
and Twitter for several months, and has 
gathered a large number of fans and followers. 
And, we have done, as most others have, 

provided a means to become a FAN or a FOLLOWER on the home page 
of our website.  BUT, we have also added in a New Feature. On the Home 
Page we have a button labeled SOCIAL MEDIA.  Here we want to feature 
links to our regional partners who are engaging in both Facebook and 
Twitter.  We’ll be listing our partners in alphabetical order, and showcasing 
the organization’s page using their avatar as well as address with live 
links.  We’ll be unveiling this new website addition in the upcoming weeks, 
and will be soliciting your pages to make sure we have the correct info.  
  
We have also encouraged and are working with our Scenic Byway 
Partner, Illinois Lincoln Highway to join in the mix and we did it again to 
promote the Northern Illinois Wine Trail. Now here is where we can use 
your assistance - to get more fans and to provide news to share, also find 
the Northern Illinois Tourism, on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/VisitNorthernIL and on Twitter @VisitNorthernIL.  For 
the Illinois Lincoln Highway,find their pages at 
www.facebook.com/DriveLincolnHwy or @DriveLincolnHwy. Our newest 
endeavor, with the smallest reach to date is for the Northern Illinois Wine 
Trail. You can find posts about the wine trail 
www.facebook.com/NorthernILWine and on Twitter @NorthernILWine.  

 

 
NITDO BOOSTING IMAGE LIBRARY 

We need help and 
input from our 
tourism partners! 
We have been 
working hard at 
building our image 
library and we are 

always on the lookout for new shots of all 
that happens in our area.  We are always 
looking for images from ALL seasons and 
ALL types of events. People shots are 
awesome to have on hand! You can assist 
by sending us your images (with proper 
photo credits) to Mary.    

 
SIGN, SIGN, EVERYWHERE A SIGN – PERHAPS NOT EVERYWHERE! 

Hey, have you seen the new large, blue signs 
along the Interstates in Illinois, the ones that 
feature ATTRACTIONS?  IBOT has been working 
with IDOT to implement the Tourism Attraction 
Signage Program for interstate highways 
throughout Illinois. These large blue signs will be 

much like those currently found along the interstates for Gas, Food, 
Lodging and Camping.  Due to the cost of implementing these signs 
statewide, we will phase in the program over the next several years.  
When completed, these signs will provide all of us a powerful new way to 
promote attractions throughout our state.  
  
The revised the policy and application can be found on the IBOT website 
under the button at bottom of home page, labeled Travel Professionals. 
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Calendar of Events - Illinois Tourism 
Happenings . . . 
  
February 12 
   HOLIDAY – Office Closed (Lincoln’s 
Birthday) 
February 15 
   HOLIDAY – Office Closed (President’s 
Day) 
February 17-19 
   2010 Illinois Governor’s Conference on 
Tourism, Chicago 
February 25-27 
   IGGVA (IL Grape Growers & Vintner’s 
Assn) Conference, Springfield 
March 11 
   Tri-State Tourism Conference, Galena 
March 17 
  Northern IL Festival & Special Event 
Workshop, Rockford 
May 8-16 
   National Tourism Week 
May 15-19 
   International PowWow, Orlando  

 
 

NEW MARKETING OPPORTUNITY FOR 
AGRITOURISM PARTNERS  
Rural Bounty - the premier North American 
Agritourism database - is now offering a 
FREE BASIC MEMBERSHIP! Directory 
allows you to provide a brief description 
about your farm as well as to complete an 
online survey to list everything that you offer 
at your business, from products to the 
experiences. The consumers can then 
search the site by state or province, 
products, experiences, lodging, CSA and 
much more.  
   
RuralBounty.com has been online for just 
over a year and has been gaining 
momentum, not only with farm registrations 
but also with the media.  Last year, they 
generated over 100,000 page views and 
many interviews with the media. This is a 
great free opportunity for McHenry County 
agritourism partners.  Log on to learn more 
and list your business.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Each sign can accommodate 6 tourism attraction logos and each attraction 
MUST identify ONE intersection for the sign. The intersection closest to 
the attraction must also be identified through a computer mapping system, 
for example, Map Quest or Rand McNally, to verify the directions and the 
Exit Number. Attractions will not be allowed to request logos at more than 
one intersection, therefore it is important for attractions to use the 
intersection closest to their facility.  There is a nominal fee for this 
program, and participating attractions will be charged a yearly fee for the 
signs in the same manner as IDOT’s Business Logo Signing Program to 
cover their costs.  
  
So what does this mean to YOU?  You, as our partner, are being asked to 
review this program, check to see that interstates in your area may qualify 
for the program – AND then secure possible partner businesses that would 
benefit from the exposure.  So, check out the guidelines, and let’s get 
moving.  Visitors are looking for new places and things to experience, let’s 
showcase a few more in Northern Illinois. 
  
  

U.S. TRAVEL SUPPORTS PRESIDENT’S PUSH 
FOR JOBS, HIGH-SPEED RAIL; CEO DOW 
POINTS TO JOB POTENTIAL OF TRAVEL 
PROMOTION ACT 
Following President Obama's State of the Union 
message and the announcement to award $8 billion 
in stimulus funds for development of light-rail 

corridors around the country, Roger Dow, president and CEO of the U.S. 
Travel Association, issued the following statement: 
  
"As one of the largest employers in the country, the travel industry 
applauds President Obama's focus on job growth during these challenging 
times.  The $8 billion in grants for high-speed trains will increase 
transportation options for travelers in many regions of the country and help 
spur new jobs across the US.  The end result will be more employment 
and a more sophisticated, diversified transportation system. 
  
The President can also help stimulate the economy and create tens of 
thousands of jobs by focusing the Senate's attention on final passage of 
the Travel Promotion Act. This bipartisan legislation is awaiting action by 
the Senate and would launch the first-ever US promotion and 
communications program aimed at international travelers, at no cost to 
U.S. taxpayers.  The Travel Promotion Act would generate an estimated 
40,000 new jobs and reduce the federal deficit by $425 million over the 
next 10 years. 
  
Here in Northern Illinois there is broad-based excitement for expansion of 
high-speed passenger rail service and the return of Amtrak from Dubuque 
to Chicago.  On January 30th, Governor Pat Quinn visited Rockford to 
announce a $60 million investment from state capital funds to establish 
passenger rail service from Dubuque to Chicago.  This investment could 
bring as many as 2,000 new jobs to the region, including more than 650 
construction jobs.  Preliminary work could begin as early as this summer, 
with service starting in 2012.  Good things for Illinois…and good things for 
our region! 

  
 
FY10 CO-OP MARKETING OPPORTUNITIES - 
ONE CHANCE LEFT! 
Last Call! Last Chance! NITDO has requested one 
full page Summer 2010 Getaway Guide (newspaper 
insert).  You can reserve the upcoming publication 
OR place your reservation for any and all of the 
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200 South State Street 
Belvidere, Illinois 61008 
Phone:  815.547.3740 
Fax:      815.547.3749 
  
Website:  www.visitnorthernillinois.com 
  
Also find us on: 

         
  
Bonnie Heimbach,      
            Executive Director 
     bonnie@visitnorthernillinois.com 
Mary Peterson,  
            Office Assistant 
     mary@visitnorthernillinois.com 
Char Scamihorn, 
            Project Coordinator 
    char@visitnorthernillinois.com 
  

options we are offering in our co-op program.  Rates below indicate the 
cost of the space, your cost as the IBOT grant was awarded at a 50-50 
level.  The format will be repeated from the current year where pages will 
be divided into 1/6th units; Each partner will receive one photo or logo, 
headline, 65 words of copy, name of organization, address, website and 
phone.  Space in the first two opportunities sold out, but we have a few 
spaces remaining in the Summer 2010 insert – Check for final 
deadline. Cost for the publication is as follows: 
  
                            Full Cost 1/6th  Page              1/6th page w/50-50 
Grant       
Summer 2010              $4,023.66                                     $2,011.92    
                            
So, make your decisions and let our office know.  We have only six (6) 
spaces available for each publication, so it is truly FIRST COME, FIRST 
SERVED.  
  
  
INTERPRETIVE MURAL PROJECT  
ILHC Interpretive Mural Project moving along, did you see the fantastic 
article in the Chicago Tribune on the 
murals in Joliet and Aurora?  WOW!  
The following communities are done 
(or almost done) Aurora, Joliet, and 
Oregon.  And, Elburn, Dixon, 
Cortland, Genoa, Byron and 
University Park are also close to 
having paint applied soon.  A few 
renderings are attached for a sneak peak…Dixon, Genoa, University Park 

are ready to share!  
   
If your community is an ILHC certified 
community, and has not taken 
advantage of ILHC’s offer to install a  
 

 
10’ x 20’ mural depicting the 
highway’s history, now’s the time to 
put a bug in the ear of your mayor or 
village president.  Have them contact 
ILHC by emailing Sue and we’ll make 
sure to get the info out.  Most 
communities have been contacted and are taking the steps to procure one 
of these beautiful murals.  Don’t let your city, town or village miss out!   
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